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Antimicrobial resistance 

The Economist 2011 ï The Spread of Superbugs  
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Early wisdom (?) 

 

 

1969: "We can close the book on infectious 
diseaseñ 

-United States Surgeon General  
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Eisenstein 9 th  Anti - infectives  Partnering & deal making 2012 
www.gtcbio.com  



ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. your microbiology resource 

Golden era 1950-1980 

Â Specialised companies:  

ÅBayer ï quinolones  

ÅICI ï carbapenems  

ÅBeecham ï pencillins  

ÅGlaxo ï cephalosporins  

Â Blockbusters  

Â Lower hanging fruit  

Â Resistance not fully understood  
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Genomic era (1990-2010) 

Â ~ $100m of wisdom  

ÅMore complicated and expensive than 
expected.  

ÅA good target is better than a new target  

Â Holistic approach better  

ÅNeed to ensure drug can reach target  

ÅNot just a ócleverô target 
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Pharmaceutical Company 

Paradigm 
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Medical need Profit 

Happy medium 
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Antimicrobial agents ï medical need 
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White et al. JAC 2011 66: 1948  




